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Stand With Students In Frankfort This Monday 
The Kentucky Senate left its audience hanging on Wednesday when it decided not to hear one 
bill that has been accruing local and national attention. HB 236 attempts to change a single line 
in the Kentucky Revised Statutes to allow districts to choose to give students a voice on 
superintendent screening committees. 

The uncertain status of the bill leaves us deeply concerned. We are among dozens of other 
students from across the state who have spent hundreds of volunteer hours doing our 
homework to get HB 236 passed. 

We researched the issue, studied the legislative process, met with legislators and advocates, 
prompted parents and friends to call their representatives, drafted legislation, wrote multiple 
opinion pieces, reached out to journalists, testified before the state legislature, and promoted 
our efforts on social media. But despite our hard work, two Kentucky state senators added 
controversial amendments unrelated to our bill’s basic premise, effectively killing it. The 
explanation was that they did this in an effort to salvage their own failed legislation, and it didn’t 
matter what it did to ours. 

Every year, Kentuckians across the state and people across the country tune in to watch “Fancy 
Farm” where our political candidates engage in open dialogue. The subtle subversion of 
democracy by the Senate relating to HB 236 seems to be a surprising departure from this 
culture.  

While we are told that this type of action is common political practice, we want to hold our 
elected officials to a higher standard. 

This Monday, we invite all students to ask permission to be excused from school and join us for 
a rally we are organizing at 10:30 a.m. on the Capitol steps in Frankfort. The goal of “Stand With 
Students” is both to ensure that our bill is heard clean when the legislature reconvenes later that 
day and to make the case that a political system that allows such tactics as adding unrelated 
riders to bipartisan bills like ours that promote responsible civic engagement, is NOT okay.  

Admittedly, we came into the 2015 session with an idealistic vision of how democracy works. 
But even though we are now we are a little more seasoned, we refuse to be cynical. 

We have spent a lot of class time learning about the democratic process. We are now eager to 
do democracy, the way it was intended, and hope the General Assembly will not let us down. 

Eliza Jane Schaeffer, Jamie Smith and Andrew Brennen are members of the Prichard 
Committee Student Voice Team. 

  



 

More Than 300 Students Rally for House Bill 236  
FRANKFORT—Monday morning more than three hundred students rallied to show their support 
for student voice and House Bill 236. The bill, drafted by the Prichard Committee Student Voice 
Team and sponsored by Representative Derrick Graham (D-Frankfort), amends KRS 160.352 to 
add an optional, peer-elected high school student to superintendent screening committees. 

The students gathered on the Capitol steps to listen to speakers, including Graham, Senator 
Max Wise (R-Campbellsville), Executive Assistant to the Governor Colmon Eldridge, Secretary 
of State Alison Lundergan Grimes, and Franklin Independent Schools Superintendent Rich 
Crowe. 

Ashton Bishop, an 8th grader from Greene County Middle School said in a speech at the rally 
“As students, we know firsthand how so many of the decisions made at an administrative level 
affect us. We are on the front lines and in the classroom almost every day” 

Jamie Smith, a Junior at Henry Clay High School said “We care enough to miss a day of our 
education in the hopes we will improve it in the long run.” she continued explaining “ We care 
because we know that student voice is the only way our learning will be as effective as it can 
possibly be.” 

In November, students from the Student Voice Team asked the Fayette County School Board to 
include a student on the superintendent screening committee. The Board informed the students 
that a student representative could not be included because of state law and a strict 
interpretation of it by the Attorney General’s office. The law currently limits the committee to two 
teachers, one principal, one classified employee, one parent, one board member, and, in some 
cases, one minority member. 

Three weeks ago, the students testified in front of the House Education Committee. The bill was 
unanimously recommended favorably to the floor. Later that week the House passed HB 236 
with a vote of 88 to five. The students testified in front of the Senate Education Committee two 
weeks ago. The bill was recommended favorably and only two friendly amendments were 
proposed. Later that evening, however, the Student Voice Team learned that two additional floor 
amendments had been filed. The amendments were considered unfriendly because they added 
two bills that would not be heard by the House.  

The bill was not heard on the last day before the recess by the Senate after the students applied 
pressure through social media to have two controversial amendments removed. Over the past 
week and a half, the Student Voice Team has been organizing the rally and got over 1100 
signatures on a petition which they delivered Monday morning. A few students from the group 
were invited to met with Senate President Robert Stivers (R-Manchester) and other members of 
Senate Leadership on Friday to discuss action on the bill 

The Kentucky Association of School Councils, Center for Teaching Quality, Hope Street Group, 
Kentucky Center for Education Policy, Soundout, Inspire Kentucky and Student Voice are 



 

among local and national advocacy groups that have formally endorsed the Student Voice 
Team’s efforts. 

The Prichard Committee Student Voice Team was founded in the fall of 2012 to integrate 
student voice into education policy making. The group worked in 2013 with adult allies to restore 
funding in Kentucky to 2008 levels and is currently developing ways to educate students about 
the Common Core and are preparing to release an investigation of postsecondary transitions in 
Kentucky. 
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Rally Speeches 

 

Andrew Brennen 

As the student director of the Prichard Committee Student Voice Team I would like to welcome 
you today to the Kentucky State Capitol. People have gathered here from all across the state so 
we can show the members of the General Assembly we know student voice matters, that we 
stand with students and that we want House Bill 236 to be passed. On behalf of the Student 
Voice Team, I thank you for missing class and work and for traveling from across this 
Commonwealth to be here with us for this very important issue. We are also thankful to have 
some important guests here with us today.  

For those of you that don’t know, my name is Andrew Brennen. I am a first-year at UNC Chapel 
Hill and travelled to Kentucky last night in order to stand here with Students. I am missing class 
to be here because I believe this cause is an important one, but not everyone has that option. 
Not everyone can be here witnessing the beautiful faces of Kentucky’s youth make history. So 
instead, they take to social media. Over the past two weeks and likely for many to come, 
students, parents, teachers, administrators and lawmakers tweeted using the hashtag Stand 
With Students to tell why they believe student voice is important. The hashtag and other tweets 
about HB236 have been seen over half a million times. 

We asked people to tell us why they stand with students. Here is some of what they said. 

● Brianna Daniel said I Stand with Students because too many times are our voices 
restricted by the judgmental minds of those who believe we are ignorant 

● Clare Doyle said I Stand with Students because I refuse to overlook the passion, talent, 
and voice of my peers and my generation. We will be heard. 

● Peyton Kidwell said I Stand with Students because it's sad that we had to feel we were 
standing alone in the first place.  

● Emily Chavez said I Stand with Students because there is no age minimum for being a 
change maker. Our voice is as important as everyone else’s. 

● Laney Taylor said I Stand with Students because I know that being the change we wish 
to see doesn't start by being idle. It starts by standing strong.  

● Talha Muhammad said I Stand with Students because we forget how much can be done, 
and how much that's left to do. So if not us, who? And If not now, when?  

These tweets and many others tell the stories of thousands of Kentucky youth who take this 
issue very seriously. They send a loud and resolute message to the Kentucky Senate. The 
country is watching us. Don’t Embarrass us. Stand with Students and Pass HB 236 



 

Sahil Nair 

Good Morning. My name is Sahil Nair. I am a Senior from Paul Laurence Dunbar High School 
down the road in Lexington. Today, I am here to tell you why I am Standing With Students. 

Last November, Dr. Tom Shelton resigned from his position as Superintendent of Fayette 
County Public Schools. While the district evaluated its options and the steps necessary to begin 
the superintendent selection process, we, students of the public schools and members of the 
Prichard Committee Student Voice Team, saw an opportunity to elevate the voices of students 
into real school governance discussions. 

I was part of a team that published an Op-Ed, and the feedback was phenomenal. Students, 
Parents, Teachers, Community Leaders, and Fayette County’s entire School Board rallied 
around the idea. 

But the law stood in the way. 

No matter how much the community said they wanted to work side by side with informed 
students on the superintendent selection process, the school board said that the law, as it was 
interpreted by the Attorney General, made that impossible. Their hands were tied. They were 
simply not allowed to work with a student at this level. 

Today, we stand on the steps of our Capitol building. All of you, students and adult allies alike, 
have grown familiar with this place, as we have shepherded our bill through the legislative 
process. But certain legislators within its hallowed halls do not simply threaten the peaceful 
passage of a piece of paper. 

They stand against the possibilities of what capable young people can contribute to this 
Commonwealth. 

They stand against not only the future of our world, but also the now. 

The voice of the Commonwealth of Kentucky has rung out clear and true, affirming that Student 
Voice Matters. Our state stands with her students. 

Let us hope that in our Democracy, petty politics stands aside and defers to the rule of the 
people and House Bill 236 is 

Heard on the chamber floor; 

And passed in this legislative session. 

Informed and engaged students and our adult allies deserve nothing less. 

That is why I, Sahil Nair, Stand With Students. 



 

  



 

Ashton Bishop 

Hi, my name is Ashton Bishop. I am 13 years old and in the eighth grade and go to Greensburg 
Middle School. 

Now, I know what you are thinking.  

Yes, I am young. But that’s the thing about student voice. You have to be a student! 

HB 236 stands for everything student voice is. HB 236 will give students a chance to have a 
voice in the selection process of a superintendent, one of the most important leaders in any 
school system. 

Students who are selected by peers for this position would have a chance to work with adult 
allies, side by side, to improve their schools. 

As students, we know firsthand how so many of the decisions made at an administrative level 
affect us. We are on the front lines and in the classroom almost every day! 

As students, we also know just how important it is to do our homework. And trust me, we have 
done ours around this legislation.  

There have been some questions about how well a student can handle confidential information. 
So let me say, loud and clear and based on our research: Training is everything! 

We know from talking to experts across the country that training, and not age, is what matters in 
sensitive personnel issues. 

This is why we believe students can and should be allowed to contribute to the superintendent 
selection process by serving as full partners with adults on the screening committee. 

And this is why we are pushing for passage of House Bill 236  

Your presence here with us at this rally proves that students care about this issue. We NEED to 
let the legislators who will be meeting behind me in just a few hours know that student voice 
matters. 

I am proud to be with you here today because I, Ashton Bishop, Stand With Students. 

  



 

Nicole Fielder & Gentry Smith 

Nicole:My name is Nicole Fielder and I am a Senior at West Jessamine High School.  

Gentry:My name is Gentry Fitch and I am also a Senior at West Jessamine High School 

Nicole: At least five school districts across the Commonwealth are currently in superintendent 
searches, making HB 236 all-the-more urgent. A student on their screening committees would 
ensure that the new superintendent prioritizes students, their engagement, and their relationship 
with the administration, all of which are essential to a properly functioning education system. 
We’re asking the legislature to let us embrace our position as chief stakeholders in education 
and allow us to give back to the system that has given us so much. 

Gentry: Our team has fought long and hard to get HB 236 passed during this legislative session. 
We’ve sacrificed so much time and effort to be here now, to make sure this isn’t the end of our 
bill. I, personally, have made eight treks to the Capitol in the past month, including one where 
Nicole and I braved the onslaught of snow to testify at a committee meeting that ended up being 
cancelled. The running joke was that there’s snowstopping the Student Voice Team! My pants, 
soaked up the thigh, will attest to it.  

Gentry: Being snowed in gave us the opportunity to reflect on the reasons behind our dedication 
to this cause. Never in my life – Nicole: And mine! – have we gone to such great lengths for 
anything, much less a single sentence. So, at the end of those long days of lobbying HB 236, 
we’ve find ourselves working day and night for the same cause time and time again: 
empowering every single one of you around us today, giving a voice to the voiceless. That’s 
why we pour our hearts into this work, and that’s why we crafted this bill.  

Nicole: Beneath all of our mountains of empirical evidence lies one unifying belief -- that Student 
Voice Matters. Thank you all for sharing that belief. Being here at this rally proves that we are 
not only the leaders of tomorrow, but also the leaders of today. 

  



 

Nancy LoGuidice  

As students, we hear every day that we are the future. We're future voters, future employees, 
future presidents, but rarely are we made aware that we are also the present. Our potential is 
unending, we have the power to make differences that people can't even begin to comprehend. 
Through this process, we've shown the world that not only do students have voices but students 
have voices that demand to be heard.  

House bill 236 is the collective shouting of students all across the country, demanding that not 
only are our voices heard, but our voices are valued. Students aren't just the future, students 
are the present. And we are asking that you let us show you what we are capable of.  

Those who tell others that all we know about the government comes from "School House Rock" 
are the people who remain ignorant to the fact that many of us have debated policy much more 
complicated than this in the very same chambers deciding the fate of our bill now. We may be 
young, but we are not naive. 

Please. Pass House Bill 236 and let Kentucky’s public school students serve on superintendent 
screening committees. Because not only does Student Voice Matter, Student Voice is 
necessary. I am Nancy LoGuidice and that is why I Stand With Students. 

  



 

Jamie Smith 

When I was a freshman, I went to my first student voice team meeting. I didn’t know what it was, 
or why we were there, or really anything about what we were doing. But as the meeting went on 
and we started discussing education policy issues- like common core and teacher evaluation- I 
found myself falling easily into discussions about what effect the new standards were having 
and all the reasons in-class teacher evaluations may or may not be effective.  

It was then I realized that I wanted to help our education system. I wanted to have my input 
heard, and I wanted someone to take what I had to say and use it to improve our schools.  

I realized in those moments the most genuine, raw idea behind student voice. We know our 
schools backwards and forwards. We know what hinders us from reaching our full potential in 
the classroom. And what’s more, we are the only people who know these things. 

Yes, adults can certainly identify problems and generate solutions for these problems, but only 
we, the students, can provide the true insider perspective on the ins and outs of our education 
system. 

And we are capable. Our presence in itself proves that we have the ability to take charge of our 
own education, decide what needs fixing for a better learning environment, and do everything in 
our power to fix it. 

Above all, we care. We care enough to miss a day of our education in the hopes we will improve 
it in the long run. We care enough to stand on these steps, exercising our sacred right to rally 
for what we believe is good and necessary for our education. We care because we know that 
student voice is the only way our learning will be as effective as it can possibly be. 

And that is why we ask you to pass House Bill 236. A voice in the superintendent selection 
process is a small step, but a strong and essential one, towards our goal of letting our voices be 
heard loud and clear throughout our lives as students. A superintendent serves with the goal of 
helping students succeed, and who knows better what students need than students 
themselves? Student input and engagement is one of the most powerful ways to improve our 
education. That is why I, Jamie Smith, stand with students.  



 

Evan Hays  
My cohorts and I are very proud. When we began we were small, I myself only recently joined 
this movement. But in my short time I have learned. I have learned the power of my friends, and 
their friends, brothers, sisters, classmates, comrades, teachers, and tumen. I have learned 
democracy, and now, standing here before all of these hopeful faces, I can feel confident that 
we have earned it. 

You see, this bill is a symbol. As it enters the doors of our Capitol, it is a torch. It brings the light, 
fresh flames of democracy, kindled by hundreds of signatures on petitions, fueled by thousands 
of tweets and retweets, and spreading through newspaper and conversation. As this flame 
reaches its cleansing tendrils, warming the cooled marble of a nocturnal legislature, it brings 
with it new life. This is the beginning of such culmination. 

Now we must recognize the chance for defeat. However, as the poem invictus writes, “my head 
is bloody but unbowed”. It must be known by the senators and legislators today, that we here 
take this to heart. No matter the setback, no matter the defeat, no matter the scale or frequency 
of wound and want, we will continue. From the poem, Invictus: 

“It matters not how strait the gate. 
How charged with punishments the scroll. 
I am the master of my fate. 
I am the captain of my soul.” 

We are the captains of our souls, and so much more, together we shall prevail. 

Thank you for listening to why I, Evan Hays, want to see the passage of House Bill 236 and 
Stand With Students. 

  

  

 

  



 

Hiatt Allen 

My name is Hiatt Allen and I am a Freshman at American University in Washington, DC, and a 
recent graduate of Tates Creek High School in Lexington. It was important for me to come back 
from college to be here today. 

American University takes pride in being named the most politically active school in the nation. 
You cannot escape politics as your friends, professors, and classmates are almost all politically 
engaged. I’ve had great political discussions in class and in my dorm that have been amazing 
and eye opening. While it’s great to be part of such a politically active community, something in 
the back of my head always tells me that the discussions we are having are futile and naive. 

See at the end of the day, we are just students who are discussing these issues in a building on 
a college campus. Simply protesting and discussing these issues doesn’t accomplish anything 
of measurable value.  

Whenever I see a campus protest, I wonder if students are simply protesting on the quad or if 
they have been seeking true action through legitimate channels. And I know most of these 
protests don’t. It takes a lot more than just a symbolic, visual presence to change the actions of 
decision makers.  

The Prichard Committee Student Voice Team, however, knows better. We have worked since 
December to change the superintendent screening law, always consulting with and working 
through adult allies to get what we want done. We worked with Representative Graham, 
Senator Wise, Senator Kerr, and Senator Thomas to get House Bill 236 to its current place. And 
we have made a concerted effort to work with the Senate Leadership, Senator Embry, and 
Senator Robinson to get the bill passed.  

We don’t gather here today to have a naive protest like the students of AU. We gather here 
today having taken real steps to pass House Bill 236 to show the support behind the many 
months of work the Student Voice Team has invested. We have a voice and we have used it to 
get us to this position, but we only got here with the help of our adult allies. 

Today, we stand with the students of this great Commonwealth having done the work to get our 
bill passed. 

 

 

  



 

Eliza Jane Schaeffer 

When I was little, I thought that adults were these omnipresent, all-powerful beings of 
knowledge who never made mistakes. As I grew older, I realized that this is not at all the case. 
Aging does not spark a dramatic increase in brain capacity or the development of super powers. 
We’re all only human; bones and organs and thoughts and emotions, all covered with a sheet of 
skin. And therefore, teenagers are no less capable than adults. 

Young people are characterized as bright-eyed, innocent, and overly attached to their cell 
phones. And to that, I say absolutely. Yes to all three. 

Yes, we are bright-eyed. Our eyes are bright with passion, with love for our Commonwealth, and 
with the determination and vigor characteristic of the young. Our eyes are bright with 
intelligence and potential. 

Yes, we are innocent. Most of what we know about politics came from a textbook. But to be 
honest, I like the textbook version of democracy better than the wheeling and dealing reality. 
Perhaps our 18th century idealism will help cut through the cloud of cynicism that seems to 
pervade modern politics. Because if there is no one left who believes in true democracy as our 
founding fathers intended it, it will inevitably cease to exist. 

And finally, yes, we are positively glued to the shining screens of our cell phones. But that is 
exactly what makes our generation a generation of changemakers. Social media is incredibly 
powerful, and over the course of our campaign for House Bill 236, we have used to it to its 
fullest extent. In the 18th century, it would have taken nearly 2 weeks for Revolutionary War 
updates to travel from one end of Kentucky to the other. But with modern technology and 
passionate youth, we have started a revolution of our own in just one week.  

1100 people have signed our petition, which we delivered this morning, including people from 
across this country and across the world. 

A quarter of a million people have seen the hashtag “Save Our Bill.” And for that, we can thank 
all of the dedicated young people standing with us today, who, instead of learning about history 
in a classroom, are standing on these steps and making history. 

Their dedication and passion is proof in itself that there is no magic age where all of a sudden 
my voice will matter. There is no law of nature that says I cannot make meaningful contributions 
to society until the second I turn 21. In the past couple of months, the youth of Kentucky have 
proved several times over that we are not the leaders of the future; we are the leaders of today. 
And as such, we deserve to play a more substantial role in school governance. 

We know the representation of students on superintendent screening committees is an easy 
measure to involve students. So we say to the Kentucky General Assembly: 

PASS OUR BILL 



 

We know that students can contribute meaningfully to school governance. So we say to the 
Kentucky General Assembly: 

PASS OUR BILL 

We know the voices of students are too important to be left out of such an important decision. 
So we say to the Kentucky General Assembly: 

PASS OUR BILL 

We know student voice is above the political games because student voice is apolitical. So we 
say to the Kentucky General Assembly: 

PASS OUR BILL 

We know that if we continue to persist and not give up we will get this. So we say to the 
Kentucky General Assembly,  

PASS OUR BILL 

And we stand with students here today to show the Kentucky General Assembly there is 
support for House BIll 236. So, if they have not yet heard us, we say to them again:  

PASS OUR BIL 

On behalf of the Prichard Committee Student Voice Team, I would like to thank everyone for 
your incredible and inspiring support! 

We will now be moving into the Capitol building to fill the gallery so lawmakers can visibly see 
the support that is here for House Bill 236. 


